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RE: Submission to The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People on Inquiry 

into the monitoring and enforcing of Child Safe Standards 

The Valuing Children Initiative (VCI) values the opportunity to respond to the Senate Standing Committee on the 

Commissioner for Children and Young People on the Monitoring and Enforcing of Child Safe Standards.  As part of 

the Western Australian Council of Social Services membership, Children’s Policy Advisory Committee (CPAC) and 

advocates of the WA Commissioner for Children and Young People; the Valuing Children Initiative was encouraged 

to submit brief feedback on our thoughts towards to monitoring and enforcing Child Safe Standards. In addition 

to a detailed response as part of the CPAC collective, VCI would like to summarise our thoughts below.  

With the Valuing Children Initiative focusing on adult attitudes towards children to inspire social change, we feel 

that the Child Safe Standards reflect our messaging of listening, voice, safety and growth for children and young 

people.  To be leaders in valuing children and providing children opportunities to be healthy citizens, we see the 

successful implementation and sustainability of Child Safe Standards across organisations in the following ways: 

- Mandatory standards agreed upon that are inclusive and achievable across different organisations

(organisational commitment)

- Workforce development processes written to include the safety of children (to include Child Impact

Statements, child safe policy and code of conduct)

- Human Resource recruitment of staff involving rigorous reference and safety checks (screening)

- Mandatory training for employed staff and volunteers that includes i) Child Safe Standards and ii)

Culture training in valuing children

- Inclusion of children and young people in the organisations decision making

- Professional development opportunities available to the staff group and community that reflect child

safety and valuing children for an individual, organisational and community outlook.

- Auditing and reporting of standards to be conducted by an independent authority that all cultures and

areas have access to

- Culturally sensitive processes that reflect the advice from Uluru Statement from the Heart (1)
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As part of the Valuing Children Initiative we will move to a model of providing training and professional 

development to organisations in valuing children, education seminars to the general public in valuing children and 

endorsement in valuing children organisations.  

The culture of valuing children to include child safety is paramount to social change and the associated wellbeing 

and safety of children. The use of standards and oversight bodies are helpful tools in society’s continuing efforts 

to safeguard its children. However, equally important are those efforts that bring about cultural change. The Royal 

Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse placed a strong focus on organisational and group 

culture and its association with high levels of child abuse. The Valuing Children Initiative believes that structural 

tools, however important, must be associated with efforts to change social attitudes towards children to highlight 

their inherent value to both individual families and society as a whole. The idea of individual and communal 

responsibility for the safety of children must be part of any efforts to safeguard children. Without such efforts the 

monitoring and implementation of child safe standards will always only be a partial response. The Valuing Children 

Initiative encourages the Committee to consider how the Commissioner’s recommendations in regards to the 

oversight of child safe standards may be viewed within the broader context of social, organisational and individual 

cultural change.  

We would participate in an opportunity to discuss our points enclosed, to aid the legislative process through 

Parliament in truly valuing children in future decision making and Child Safe Organisations.  

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Dr Vicky Absalom-Hornby  

Development Executive – Valuing Children Initiative  

 

vickyah@valuingchildren.com.au  
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1.Uluru Statement from the Heart: accessed online (27/2/2019):  

https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/sites/default/files/2017-05/Uluru_Statement_From_The_Heart_0.PDF 
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